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Insert UNI25
Mechanical “reusable” controlled expansion 
insert conforming to UNI EN 12504-3 
standard for Pull-Out tests on concrete

NOVATEST - Insert UNI25

The Pull-Out extraction method, classified as a semidestructive method, allows 
to directly measure the strength of concrete in a structure. The aim of the 
test is to evaluate the compressive strength through the value of the force required to 
extract a metal rod. The extraction is carried out by means of a perforated hydraulic 
jack to which a contrast ring of proportional size to the size of the plug is fixed to the 
base (as prescribed by the reference standard UNI EN12504-3 “Tests on concrete in 
reinforcements – Determination of the extraction force"). 

The UNI EN12504-3 standard provides for the execution of the Pull- Out extraction test 
according to well-defined parameters in terms of depth of the hole (25 mm) and flaring 
of the end part of the plug (25 mm) for the use of a plug post-inserted with controlled 
expansion.
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The UNI25 insert represents an innovative solution since, while respecting the 
specifications imposed by the reference standard, it is durable and reusable over 
time, with the only possible replacement of the expansion washer.
This feature would allow operators to quickly amortize the cost of the insert, making it 
much cheaper than other solutions on the market.

The insert is mounted on a special perforated cylinder equipped with a pump and 
pressure gauge (pressure gauge or pressure transducer).

The UNI25 insert consists of 3 parts: the body, the pin and the special controlled 
expansion washer.

To make the insert use procedure compliant with the UNI EN12504-3 standard, it 
must necessarily be supplied together with the drilling and countersinking system.
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UNI25 is an innovative solution born from the collaboration between Novatest and the 
Laboratory of Geotechnics of the University of Enna “Kore” led in the experimentation by 
Eng. Giuseppe Carmelo Vadalà.

The UNI 25 dowel complies with the geometric dimensional characteristics prescribed 
by UNI EN 12504-3 “TESTS ON CONCRETE IN STRUCTURES - Part 3: Determination 
of the pull-out force” recalled by NTC 2018 in point 11. “Checking the strength of 
concrete in place”.

The head of the ‘post inserted’ insert, which is to be replaced at each test, expands in a 
controlled manner since it does not depend, with the same force, on the stiffness of the 
material in which the dowel is inserted. Expansion of the head does not occur by contact 
with the material in which it is inserted because expansion of the head occurs within the 
circular countersink having a diameter of 25mm+/-0.1 mm.

Breakage occurs by extraction and does not create any torque, this results in similar 
failure mechanisms and high constancy of results. The experimentation on samples, 
conducted at UNIKORE in Enna, produced a correlation coefficient y=1.1387x with a 
coefficient of determination R2=0.9996 indicating precisely the stability of the results.

UNI25 complies with point 10 of Circular No. 633/stc “Criteria for the issuance of 
authorization to laboratories for tests and inspections on building materials on existing 
structures and constructions referred to in Art. 59, paragraph 2, of Presidential Decree 
No. 380/2001” regarding the Handling of Samples and Materials Subjected to Tests, in 
fact, the insert head itself is to be replaced with each test.

UNI25, where UNI stands for UNIQUE, as it is durable and reusable, excluding the 
expandable head.

PATENT: Pending

Tecnichal features
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The UNI25 insert includes the following accessories:

Starter kit
•	 Central body UNI25 insert;
•	 No.3 UNI25 calibrated expansion springs;
•	 Diamond tip countersinker (compatible with standard drill, tool not includes in the kit);
•	 Drilling guide.

Basic kit
•	 Central body UNI25 insert;
•	 No.3 UNI25 calibrated expansion springs.

Expansion springs kit
•	 Each pack contains no.10 UNI25 Expansion Springs.

Please Note: The UNI25 insert can always be recovered and reused, while the expansion
spring must be replaced after each use.

Accessories:
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